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LECTURERS 
OF 
LI S 
And for all thoſe PaESBVTEZAIANS, 


and others of the CLERN MY which maintain 


that damnable opinion of «b(olute Reproba. 
tion, according to the ſenſe of the 
within written paper. 


With an exact Copy of two ſeveral Letters ſent 
unto the ſaid Lecturers, wherein the Author de- 


ſires ſatisfaction concerning the ſaid opinion, 
with an Anſwer to one of the ſaid Letters, 
being a true Copy alſo, 


By EpwARD CHounNE of Kingſton-Bowſey, in the 
County of SUSSEX. 


LONDON, 
Printed for the Author, and are to be ſold at Mr Richard Dod- 
ſons ſhop, a Goldſmith at LeW#, near che Market- 
houſe, in Suſſex. 1657. 
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To all Chriſtian people, but eſpecially 


unto all thoſe thatlive under the Miniſtery of 
a parcel] of Jugling Prieſts, being many of them 
LzcTruxzas of Lewis in the County of 


Sus sx; Mr Pickering of Lewis, and Mr Newton of K ing- 
ſton- Bew/ey, being two of them. 


Good Chriftian, 
«S233 £1hough I am no ſcholar tobrangle in a ſophi- 
Un N ical way, with ſome Miniſters which main- 
Dee that blaſphemous opinion of abſolute 
c reprobation, but bleſſed be Cod, there are 
| very many HMinifters which are very well 
able to encounter them, and well known to be better ſcho- 
lars then themſelves, yet by the mercies of God, and edu- 
cation of my Parents, 1 have been trained up in ſuch a mea- 


ſure of learning, as hath enabled me to underſtand plain 


Engliſh, I was 39 years of age before 1 did think there 
could be ſuch a horrid opinion, as abſolute reprobation 
harboured among ii Chriſtians, and do believe, for onght I 
knew, I might have lived 39 years longer, before I ſhould 
have needed to have troubled my thoughts with ſuch 4 
whimſey , had not Mr Newton the Miniſter of my Pariſh, 
about tms years and a half ſince, plaid the fool in making of 
it a pulpit ſtor in theſe very words following 

I would have you enquire of God Almighty, whe- 
ther he had paſſed his decree: of reprobation againſt - 
you, or no; in caſe he had, he was juſt, no hope of re- 
covery. 

Which blendy inquiſition did ſo ſet me in à fire, that I 
have many times laboured with the ſaid ur Newton, and 
many other Divines whoſe judgments were for it, and «- 
gain is, to be well ſatisfied, * which time, I thank my 

42 Soa, 


To the Reader. 

God, I have ſtudied the Scriptures more then formerly, 1 
have alſo enquired into mens wo, ks on beth ſides, and at 
this preſent I do find my ſelf in ſuch a happy condition, that 
th: wit of man by Scripture and reaſon is not able ta quench 
tbat fire which was firit kindled in me, as aforeſaid; ard 
Io think it u not poſSible for me to do God greater 
ſer vice, then by rev. ling thu ſort of people in all places, and 
pon all occaſions, with the hig heſt expreſſions that in poſ- 
ble for the wit of man to invent. 

Thu written paper, thou mayi ſt call it what theu plta- 
ſeſt, it being a buſineſs of high concerument, in reſpect of 
men» ſulvationʒ m deſire is that thou wouldft read it twice 
over before thou paſi thy cenſure , if thou doeſt approve of 


it, I have my deſire : and thou mayeſt do well to acquaint . 


thy neighbours and relations in what manner we are led by 
the noſe with ſuch 4 jugling Miniſtery ; and if thow doe 
net approve of it, but doeſt think I have offended the Laws 


of God and man, thou maye# do well to acquaint Authority. 


with theſe my actions, for 1 deſire no favour, for the 
Miniſters about Lewis are ſuch dunces that they dare not 
come upon the ſtage ,, 1 have often dared them unto it, and 
ot one of them dares to engage, therefore let the world 
Judge if their cauſe doth not ſtink in the noſtrils of God and 
man, 3 conſiderations more, both in reſpeſt of 
th: glory of God, and mens eternal weifare, I can give when 
Iam thereunto called, I am now reſolved to make them 
aſhamed of their private damnable erroneous opinion, or 
elſe they ſhall make me aſhamed of my raſhneſs, if there. 
hath been any in me : Thus leaving all wnto your Chriſti- 
an conſideration, I remaine, | 


| Yours in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Kingſton- Bowſey, EpWARD CHOUNE.. 
CApril 15. 1657. 
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A ( opy of the LetT&« ſent unto the 


Lecturers of Lewis. 


Otwithſtanding what I have formerly writ unto 
Mc Pickering and Mr Newton, and to ſome 
others of the Lecturers of BrighthelmeFfton 
concerning an opinion they maintain, I will 
|| alſo make bold to give you a particular of it; 
l ” doubtleſs it is a ſubject of high concernment in 
reſpe& of mens ſalvation, but yet being queftion'd by ſuch a man 
as my ſelf, who am no ſcholar, I know it diſreliſneth with ma- 
ny; but conſidering the cenſure of men cannot be greater 
againſt me for writing the opinion of others, then it is againſt. 
many Minifters who preach other mens works verbatim; and 
againſt all Miniſters who preach nothing but was taught before 
they were borne; and doubtleſs thoſe which own this opinion, 
for the moſt part of their preaching is nothing but a parcell of 
non-ſenſe,therefore I care leſs for their cenſures. 

Now 1 will ſtate the buſineſs in difference betwixt us, in as 
brief a way as I can, hoping 1 may receive ſome ſatis faction, 
which is more then ever I could do from them in the leaft 
depree. 
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About one year and an half ſince, Mr Newton the Miniſter 


of my Pariſh delivered in bis pulpit, How that all of us ſhonld 
enquire of God m erer he had paſſed hu dierte of Reprobation 
a7ninſt us or no, i caſe he had, he was juſt, and no hopes of re 
Cover ys 1 

This confounded doctrine did ſo puzzle me, that I could not 
be at quiet, but addrefling my ſelf unto Gods word, I found 
much comfort, and did begin to be ſatisfied that God intend. 
ed no ſuch matter: And then I challenged him for his doctrine, 
which he ingeniouſly confeſſed he did deliver, ſaying, He knew 
no better way to make our calling: and elections ſure, then by [uch 
an inquiſiſion. 

Alter wards I did repair to many Divines, who did ſatisfie 


me it was thundering doctrine, and did wiſh me to read ſeve- | 


ral books which I have now lying by me, which do make ap- 
pear their damnable opinion of ab/ſo/nte reprobation, to be moſt 
horrid blaſphemy, being againſt the whole Scripture, all the 
Attributes of God, and our own reaſon ; for the books ſay 
they have no colour of Scripture to maintain it, and there is the 
whole current of the Scripture againſt them, that Reprobation 
is a conditional thing, and that men ſhall not be damned for 
not doing impoſſibilities, as they moſt wickedly affirme they 
ſhall, which | now ſhall make appear by their opinion. 

Since diſcourſing with Mr Pickering and Mr Newton, they 
ſay and will maintain as a truth of God, that there is never a 
ſoul which now lieth damned in bell, nor never a ſoul which 
(hall hereafter be damned in hell, could have, or can have 
whileſt they live here on the earth any poſſible means by Chriſt 
Jeſus his death, or by the preaching and praying of Miniſters, 
though the Scriptures ſay, the prayers of the faithful availeth 
much with God for ſinners z nor yet by all the endeavours that 
is poſſible the creature can uſe, will any thing avail with God 
to free themſelves from that place of to: ment. 

And alſo maintain that as God hath'ordained the end of the 
reprobate, which is damnation, ſo bath he ordained the means 
rending anto their damnation, 

Theſe opinions appearing ſo dreadful unto me, I have often 
ſollicited them how I might hear them preach and pray with 

any 
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Lecturers of Lewis, 


any comfort; for anſwering me in writing, they are ſo aſha- 
med of their opinion, that they would never ſet pen to paper 
for to give the leaſt ſatisfaction; and all the ſumme of their 
diſcourſe is nothing but this, if a man be not reprobated he 
ſhall be ſure to have comfort by their preaching ; which for 
my pare I think if there be no more ſatisfaction to be given for 
this fimple opioion, all you Minifters may go into your pulpits 
and tell us ſtories of Tow an Oaks and oha 4 Styles, and as 
much good it will do in reſpe& of our ſalvations. 

I have beard one of them ſhould ſay I were ſo wilful I would 
not be ſatisficd, whereupon 1 writ uato them, if they did but 
give Mr Smith and Mr Aountague, both Minifters who are not 
unknown: ynato you, ſatisfaction, I would then acknowledge 
my raſhaeſs ; but inſtead of giving them ſatis faction, upon a 
Sunday, Mr Newton having not the fear of God before his eyes, 
told me a moſt damnable lie of Mr Smith, ſaying, he diſavow- 
ed my opinion, much wondring at me; I admiring at this 
change in Mr Smith, meeting with him that week, did charge 
him with it; be profeſſed to me that he did not deny it in the 

leaſt cirtle ; bat told me, Mr Pickering deſired to ſpeak with 
him; they did meet, and Mr Pickering had framed a writing 
about the opinioo, and was very importunate for Mr Smith to 
ſet bis hand unto it, which he refuſed to do, telling Mr Picker- 
ing they were not to preach unto ſtocks and ftones, but unto 
ratianal creatures; as for Mr Mountague he denied his ſetting 
bis hand unto Me Pickerings writing alſo, and I ſuppoſe is un- 
moveable in reſpect of this opinion; now let the world judge 
if Mr NeWtoy did not tell a moſt wilful lie of Mr Smith. 
A man would much wonder to fee men quote St Auguſtine, 
BiſhopOverel, the Church of England, and many others to 
maiotaia both ſides opinions, being as much difference as there 
15 berwix: light and darkneſs.I will inftance in ſome of their ſay- 
inge, as they are quoted unto me; Biſh. Davenant quotes Auſtin. 
in theſe words, Whether ye run, or ſleep, or whether ye receive 
be word into your hearts, or reje& it, yet inthe concluſion 
e ſhall be ſuch gs God who is invincible decreed you ſhou'd 
de, This ſaith Dawenart, is a moſt true doctrine, but becauſe 
in the manner of propounding it ſeemeth to ſeparate the end 
| from 
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from the means, and invite men unto ſlothfulneſs ; therefore 
as it is moſt true, ſo it is moſt wicked to teach. The other fide 
quotes Auſtis in theſe words; We abominate the blaſphemy 
of thoſe who teach that any thing is commanded of God which | 
is impoſſible for man to do; and alſo ſaith, that Aſtin ſhall |} 
ſpeak ſo plainly and as ſtrongly to maintain reprobation to be a 
conditional thing, as any man that can be bribed to be an advo- | 
cate or a witneſs, Biſhop Davexant quotes the Church of En. | 
gland, and Biſhop Overall calling him the judicious Biſhop, to 
maintain that God by his eternal decree, did give bis infallible | 
grace unto ſome for bringing tbem to glory, which he reſolved | 
not to beſtow unto others which muſt periſh, The other fide | 
quotes the Church of E»g/and, ſaying, it is preciſely the judg- 
ment of the Church;and quotes Biſhop Oveyr-1 for the interpret» | 
ing the mind of her articles in this particular, that reprobation | 
is a conditional thing; and ſaying, he was as well able to do it as | 
any man that ever lived; alſo quoting the 2. 7. and 31. Ar- 
ticles to make it good. I will write down the 31 Article; The | 
cblation of Chriſt once made, is a perfect red: mption, propitiation, | 
and ſatufaclion for all the ſins of the whole world, as well original | 
as aftuall, Either thoſe men which I have read on both ſides | 
are miſtaken in their inter pretation, or elſe St HAuſtin, Biſhop | 
Overall, and the framers of the Articles of the Church of Ex- 
glard, and others, were fools ar d knaves, to write ſuch things 
tor the ſhewing themſelves to be Jack on both ſides , yet I con- 
feſls this wonder may quickly ceaſe, conſidering a Proverb | 
now uſed, that men are not aſhamed in making Gods word a a 
Noſe of Wax for the framing of it unto any faſhion : doubtleſs ' 
a man may quote thouſands of places of Scripture, which do | 
evidently mae it appear that reprobation is a conditional thing. 
I will inftance in tut a few, and them 1 will forbear writing 
down, knowing who 1 write unto, as Deut. 5.29. Pſal. 7.13. | 
the whole 15 Palme. and P/al. 81. 14, 15. Pſal. 145. 9 
Exel. 18. 21. and 33.11. Hoſea13.9. Micah 7.18. Matth. | 
25.41. Mark 16.15, Lake 13.34. and 19.42. John 1.9. and | 
3.19, u, 17, 30. Rim. 14. 15, 1 Cor 8. 11. 1 fob 2.2. | 
1Tim.46 2P.t.39 now if al theſe places cited do not 
ſufficiently prove regrc bation to be aconditional thing, and 
that 


— . 1 - 


Lecturers of Lewis. 


that every ſon of Adam, eſpecially all thoſe that live uader the 
found of the Goſpel are in a capacity of ſalvation, notwith- 
ſtanding any decree of God. For my part I do verily believe 
tis not a three penny matter whether Chrift had ever ſhed any 
bloud, or whether there were any Scripture orno; and alſo 
no matter whether ever any Minifter preach or pray more. 
This is my belief, if I am in anerrour, the Lord help and in- 
ſtruct me; for if God hath decreed from all eternity, infal- 
libly to ſave he ſmalleſt part, and infallibly to damn the greateſt 
part of man- kind, I would fain ſee any rational cauſe given, why 
all men ſhould be invited to look heaven. ward, when this curſed 
opinion ſaith, all the Devils in hell cannot keep one of the elet 
from glory, and all the ſaint-like actions in the world that is poſ- 
ble for the creature to do, cannot keep one of the reprobates 
from damnation, 

But I thank my God, being of a contrary judgment I do think 
Chrilt ſhedding his bloud, the Scriptures, and the praying and 
preaching of Minifters to be all very neceſſary unto ſalvation, 

I hearing Mr Newton preach about a moneth ſince, did like 
his Sermon and Prayer very well, becauſe it did not claſh with 
the Scripture, but very much with his opinion. I ſent him a 
Letter, with ſome of the heads of his Sermon and Prayer, advi- 
ſing him if he could make it appear that the doctrine of bis Ser- 
mon and Prayer did not contradict his private judgment, be- 
fore any rational man, that then I would very willingly ſhake 
hands with him concerning his opinion: and telling him where- 
as | had not heard him preach above three or four times for 
above a twelve moneth; I ſhould bope to be a conftant hearer 
of him, and alſo be very ſorry for what I have writ and ſaid 
againſt him and others formerly; and for the time to come, I 
ſhould think my ſelf an accurſed of God, if 1 ſhould continue 
in that reviling and railing way againſt them; and alſo that I 
could not go to Church upon any other account, untill I were 
ſatisfied, then Chriſt bid bis Diſciples and the multitude go 
to hear the Scribes and Phariſees ; and doubtleſs I may ſay of 
theſe men as hereticks and diſſemblers, Maith 23, 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5. verſ, what they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do; for 
they ſay and do not; ſo we may ny of theſe men being rot- 

ten 
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ten Calviniſt in this opinion, and Arminian in their Pulpits; 
for they believe one thing, and ſay clean contrary ; ſeveral 
other reaſons I did give, as my wife being unſatisfied, | 
which was no ſmall trouble unto me; and alſo for the diſcipli- 
ning of my family in the wayes of God ; and how that many 
of my friends and acquaintance do think me a very factious and 
diſſenting man, though I could never hear any give any other 
then a popiſh reaſon, becauſe I will not believe as my prieſt 
believes; which belief as yet is non-ſenſe unto me, but all 
would not preyail with him, neither now nor before, to ſet pen 
to paper to give me the leaſt ſatisfaction. Now Gentlemen, if 
you think their opinion to be a truth of God, which for my 
part as yet I ſay God forbid it ſhould, then my carneft ſuit un- 
to you is, that all or ſome one of you would do that Chriſtian- 
like favour as to give me a plain and diſtinct anſwer unto TI hree 
Queſtions which 1 ſhall propoſe: The firft queſtion is, that 
God having ordained that the greateſt part of man» kind ſhall 
certainly periſh for their ſins, not having any means given from 
above tending unto their ſalvation: 

That whether all thoſe ſouls that ſhall ſo periſh are not 
damn'd for not doing impoſſibilities. 

The ſecond queſtion is, they ſay as God hath ordained the 
end of the reprobates, which is damnation, ſo bath he ordain: 
ed the means tending unto their damnation: 

For this I deſite to know how God can be excuſed from not 
being called the abſolute Author of ſin, which is blaſphemy of 
the higheſt degree. 

The third queſtion is to give a reaſon why ſhonld all ſorts of 
Minifters, in very many of their Sermons, be very commonly 
bawling and crying upon every man, telling us it is our own 
faults, and for our own wickedneſs God will damn us, and that 
they bave diſcharged their duties in telling us of our fins, and 

bf the dangerous conſequence that will follow, which is Hell- 
fire, and ſo perſwading ns to repentance and amendment of 
life, that we may attain everlaſting glory; and fo we may thank 
our ſelves for our own damnation, becauſe we would not be- 
lieve and repent, when their curſed opinion ſtares them in the 
face, with a lie, that we could not believe and repent, becauſe of 
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Gods decree, ſo that now if you pleaſe to make a ſatisfaRtoty 
anſwer unto theſe three Queſtions here propounded, I am con- 
fident both my ſelf and many thouſands more, will have very 
high thoughts both of your ſelves and alſo of that opinion. 

in regard I did make bold with Mr Smith and Mr Montague. 
names formerly for to receive ſatisfation of Mr Pickering 
and Mr Newton, it being a bulineſs of ſo high a nature in te- 
ſpe& of mens ſalvations; 1 will once more preſume upon their 
goodneſs, as not to take exceptions that J will nominate 
them again; and incaſe they do receive ſatisfaRtion from you 
in writing within a moneth, I hope that then I ſhall not be ſo 
teſtactory, but to acknowledge my raſhneſs, 

I do bel eve 1 am much envyed by many men of your coats, 
for the writing ſuch barſh language, concerning Mr Piokerin 
and Mr Newton, in ſaying if they wou d not give a ſatisfaRory 
anſwer unto my Letter about this opinion, men would not 
onely think them a parcel of dunſtical fellows, but alſo judge 
them a parcel of mercenary Priefts, more fitting for to keep 
Hogs then to continue in the Miniftery, for to befool the peo- 
ple any longer. I confeſs for Mr Pickering part, I could wiſh 
I bad been a little more ſparing ; but aſſare your ſelves, I can 
ſhew cauſe for it; but for Mr Newton: part, if it had been five 
times worſe, he had but bis deſerts; but I hope my writing 

in that language unto them, your charities will be ſuch that you 
will not refuſe the anſwering of this; in caſe you ſhould, my de- 
fireis, for you to do me the favour in preſenting my ſervice by 
a Letter unto Dr Channel, who in the efteem of the world is a 
very eminent knowing man ; I do not doubt but he will en- 
deayour to clear this point of conſcience ; which I profeſs be- 
fore Almighty God, there is nothing Jaime at more, then to 
have my minde and conſcience well ſetled, which hath broken 
more hours of fleep with me, then every one can imagine; but in 
caſ: none of you will anſwer it, let me deſire this one favour of 
you, that you wil ſpeedily acqusint Colonel Morley with this wri- 
ting or ſome other knowing Juſtice of the Peace, that if it do ap- 
pear I have offended the laws of God, or man, I ſhall deſire 
no favour , and if I have not offended, I hope they may be as 
inſtruments for the topping of the mouthes of all ſuch jugliog 
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Teachers: So concludeth he whoſe mite of prayer I hope 
(hall never be wanting to be caſt into the treaſury of the Al- 
mighty for the peace of Jeruſalem. 


Xineſton-Bowſey, EDpwARD CHOUNE. 
Jan. 26. 1655. 
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A Copy of the Anſwer unto this fore written Letter, 
I received fom the Lecturers of Lewis and 
Brighthelmeſton, 

Str, 

| E judge it needleſs to anſwer your paper in writing, 
VV you have a full anſwer in thoſe who bave anſwered 
your Authors, who ſtrenꝑthen you in your opinions, as in Biſho 
Carleton, Dr Featly, Biſhop Davenant, Dr Kendall, Dr Twiſſe, 
Dr Prideanx, Dr Ames; read ſome of theſe with a ſingle eye, 
pray for underſtanding, if any ſcruple remain, we ſhall at all 
opportunities by conferring either joyntly or ſeverally, and 
when you pleaſe clear the truth unto you , provided that 
you come in the ſpirit of meekneſs , take notice that the truths 
which you decry as horrid and curſed, are held forth in the 
pablick confeſſions of the Proteſtant Church beyond the Seas, 
in the Articles of Religion and Confeſſions of Faith of the 
Church of England, whereof you profeſs your ſelf a member ; 
what you utter or write, let it be againſt thoſe, and in their 
own words, not as you report opinions to render them odious; 
we paſs over your unchriſftian language, praying the Lord to 
give you-pardon and repentance, 3nd to grant you the ſpirit of 
truth, who is alſo the ſpirit of mee kneſs. that he may lead you 
into all truth; caſting down your reaſonings, and bringing in- 
to captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrift, ro whoſe 
grace you are commended by your well wiſhing friends, 


The Lecturers of Lewis and Brigbthelmſton. 


without dating. 


I received this the 12 of March, 1655. they ſending it 


Lecturers of Lewis. 


A Copy of the Anſwer unto this Letter before written, 


Sirs, 

Received a thing like a Letter, with no mans hand unto it, 

wherein you judge my Paper ſent unto you concerning ſe- 
lute reprobatien, needleſs to be anſwered, in regard ſome learned 
B ſhops and Doctors have anſwered my Authors fully as you 
ſay; wiſhing me to read their works with a (inple eye, and 
then if any ſcruple ariſe, if I come unto you with the ſp.rit of 
mec kneſs, you would by conference cleer the truth; for what 
I bave read, and heard, of Biſhop Davenant, Doctor T wiſe, 
and Doctor Prideaux, it hath more confirmed and ſtrengthened 
me in my opinion then otherwiſe; it is above year ſince that 
I did fitſt ſpeak and write unto many of you upon ſeveral Chri- 
ſtian conſiderations, to give me ſome ſatisfaction ; and now at 
the laſt you have ſent me a piece of Paper, which is little better 
worth then to wipe ones breech, for any ſatisfaction I can ſee in 
it. Now if this be all the advice you can give me, let me de- 
fire you, all that writ unto me, for to accept of the ſame advice 
from me : In the firſt place, with an honelt and canſciencious 
heart read the word of God: Auſt:x and Tertulian being quo- 
ted unto me, Iwill-alſo put you in mind of their ſayings + 
eAaſtin ſaith you muſt not contradict plain places of Scripture, 
becauſe your ſhallow brains cannot comprehend the obſcure : 
Tertallias ſaith, A few teſtimonies muſt receive an expoſition 
anſwerable unto the current. of the Scr-ptures, not contrary : 
And as Mr. Pierce faith, Is there no other way to u1derftand 
thole Texts in Rom, 9. then to mae thoſe Texts 'which 
ſound ſeverely, to claſh with thoſe that ſound: compaſſionate- 
ly? let us not do fo, having a thouſand compallionate plain 
places of cripture, unto one harſh and obſcure : read alſo 
Biſhop Mente gue, and he will tell you that you ſwerve from the 
Church of England, in maintaining your erroneous point of 
a#bſclatt reprobation; one of my Authors quoted Biſhop Queral 
in bis inter pretation of the 29. Articles, who ſaith the mair te- 
nance of abſolute reprobation is preciſely againit che judgement 
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of the Church of E»g/ard, pray read alſo Biſhop Har/nets 
Sermon on Er-A 23. v. 1 1. which will tell you your blaſphe« 
mous opinion is grown high & monſtrous, that it is like unto Ge- 
hiah that men tremble and ſhake at it, and no man reacbeth his 
band to Davids (ling to caft it down, but in the name of the 
Lord of hoſts we will encounter it, for it hath not reviled the 
hoſt of the living God, but the God of hoſts: read alſo Do- 
cot fackſons Treatiſe on Gods attributes : Doctor Hommonds 
Fundamentals, who will tell you, that your opinion is 8gainft 
the jadgement of the Church of England; read Doctor Potters 
Apology, Mr. Goodwin bis agreement and diftance of the bre- 
thren, read alſo Haggars Stoicks, and Maslamb on Roy. 9. 
and many other books, but beyond all compare let me com- 
mend unto you Mr. Heord and Mr. Pzercy's books, for I bes 
lie ve they have ſo fufficient y maintained that doctrine gain 
your blaſphemous opinion, as they call it, of abſolwte v 

tion, both by Scripture, by Antiquity, and by Reaſon, that the 
wit of man is not able to give any conſiderable anſwer by Scri- 
pure, by Antiquity, by Reaſon to gain-ſay it, doubtleſs theſe 
men will give you ſatisfaction if any ſcruple do ariſe. My de- 
fire is that any two of you LeQurers will give me a meeting, 
five, ten, or twenty miles from home, and I will meet you, and 
by Gods help will give you better ſatisfaction for the mainte- 
nance of my opinion, then ever I received from any of you 
againſt it, provided you will come with an humble ſpirit, keep- 
iog cloſe unto the Scriptures, and caſt away all carnall inventi- 
ons; but to meet a multitude, I will not be baited at, or for fear 
I may be jugled out of my wits by ſuch a company : you would 


| have me alſo utter and write againſt the Prot: ſtants beyond the 


Sess, and the Framers of the Articles of the Church of Erg- 
land. And in their words, for the greateſt part of the Prote- 
ſlants beyond the Sea, holds againſt your wretched opinion, as I 
have been well ſatisfied, and will ſooner cloſe with the Papifts 
in reſpect of their religion then with your ſelves, as for the 
Church of England, the framers of the Articles, have lefe them 
in ſuch a dubious way, that fome Biſhops, and Doctors, and 
other inferiour Minifters do interpret the Articles abſolutely 
againſt that horrid point of ab/olure reprebation, and ſome Bi- 


ſhops 
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ſhops, Doctors, and other inferiour Miniſters do interpret 
the ſame articles, making abſolute reprobation a truth of God, 
juſt as they do the Scripture, framing it nato any faſhion or 
ſhape, Now if this be a truth, as you maintain, that God by his 
eternal and analterable decree, bath elected the ſmalleſt part of 
mankind iofallibly gato glory, and reprobated the greateſt part 
of man-kind unto damnation ; I would fain hear any rational 
man give a reaſon, why it ſhould be an errour in me for ſaying, 
I would not give three pence a dozen for all the Biſhops, Do- 
Rors, and other inferiour Minifters in Chriſtendome, unleſs 
I had a commiſſion to ſell them to the great Turk; and allo for 
my wondering that our forefathers ſhould ſo unadviſedly ſuffer 
theſe drones to ſack ſo much of the good of the land, as allow- 
ing in all places the Tenth of che Revenues, and in meny places 
to my knowledg at this day they enjoy the ſixth part of the Re- 
venues of the land; and beyond ſea amongſt the Papiſts, as 1 
have read, 8} ſorts of their droniſh Clergy enjoy almcft half 
of the revenues of their lands; now if this beia truth of God, 
what is the s work, bath here and beyond ſes, but onely 
ro enſlave mens conſciences whileſt they live here on earth ? 
and 1 would fain ſee any judicious man who renounceth bis be · 
ie ving, becauſe bis Prieſt believes ir, to give a ſatisfactory ar- 
ſwer, why ſo many bagpipe players as there are Prieſts, which 
may be competently maintained with an hundredth pare of the 
Priefts charge, may not do God and man as good ſervice in te- 
ſpect of mens ſalvation, to keep one merry day in a week, let it 
be Sunday or any other day, eitber in this Nation or in any 
other part of the world ; provided that that judicious man ſhall 
grant that wbich all you maintain, that is, that all the Devils 
in Hell cannot keep one of the Elect from glory; neither Chriſt 
Jeſus, nor all the Saint-like actions in the world that is 
poſſible for the creature to do, can keep one of the repro- 
bates from damnation ; this being granted, if I am in an errour, 
I have a longing deſire to be convinced by Scripture and rea- 
fon. I have already written to you under my band, wbich 
opinion I ſuppoſe you maintain, becauſe 1 never heard from 
you, that I had belied you in the ieaſt degree: as for rendring 
your opinion edious, and for giving the maintainers of it, that 

true 


12 


A Whip for ibe 


true charaRer of juglers; I am very confident I cannot do God 
greater ſervice then by fo doing, as long as you maintain 
one thing privately, and preach publickly clean contrary; you 
write that you will paſs by my unchriflian language, and will 
pray unto the Lord for my pardon and repentance : For my un- 
chriſtian language, I know of none] uſed towards you, unleſs 
you will acknowledge it is unchriftian language, to call blaſphe- 
mers, ſeſuites Jews, or Turks, by the names of diſſemblers, or jug- 
lers; if you do, then I muſt confeſs I have touched your copy- 
bolds. For your prayers, I am rot ſenſible I have ſinned again 
the moſt high in that particular;therfore my advice is unto you, 
as Chriſt ſaid unto the daughters of Peraſalem, weep for your 
ſelve: ; I know the Apoſtle tells us, the prayer of the faith/ul 
availeth much with God for ſinners, but I believing your ſelves 
not to be of that number, as long as you continue in that cur» 
ſed opinion, I will as ſoon ſue unto the Pope, or to the great 
Turk for their prayers, as for yours. Thus deſiring the Al- 
mighty to open the eyes of our underſtandingg, both of your 
ſelves and my ſelf, and all other people of what Religion ſo- 
ever, that we may clearly ſee thoſe things that belong unto our 
peace, before that peace be taken from us, or we taken from 
it. and be no more ſeen. So reſteth bim that is no well-willer unto 
your opinion, and not aſhamed to ſet my hand for the mainte- 
nance of my own. 


EDpwWARD CHOUNE. 
Kingſton-Bowſey, 
March 24. 1655. 


I am aſſured you will not find two line: mere then in the 
original Letters. 


— 


T is above a twelve moneth ſince I did write both theſe Let- 
ters, I have ſeveral times ſollicited for Mr Pich ring and one 
Miniſter more, with two or three Laicks, to give me a meeting, 
and I to have one Miniſter, with two or three men anſwerable 
more, 
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more, they refaſe, ſaying, if I come onely, what good they 
can they will do, but will have nothing to do with others. 

About four or five moneths ſince, Mr Newton the Minifter 
of my pariſh did recant his blaſphemous opinion before my 
Brother Bray Chonne, and my Brother Fob» Choune and my 
ſelf; they being both at my houſe, we all went to hear him 
preach , aſter the Sermon they were much troubled there 
ſhould be ſuch a difference betwixt the Minifter and my ſelf in 
our jadgment, ſuppoſing it to be, for want of a right under- 
ſtanding, there baving been ſome diftance in affeRion be- 
ewixt my Brother Bray and my ſelf about this judgment, in op- 
poſing the Minifters. I was very importunate with him to ſend 
for Mr Newton over, living but croſs the way, and ſo to en- 
deayour à reconciliation ; he did come over, and after ſome 
diſcourſe, in concluſion did own theſe following words. 

I believe all Chriſtian! may be ſaved, quitting the corruption 
of their own nature, which i nt impoſſile to do; provided they 
follow thoſe mean! which God hath appointed ; which means are 
attainable, in caſe it br not mans own fault, there being no decree 
of God to the contrary. 

To this his recantation I have both my Brothers hands. 

At the writing of this opinion, he did ſay he did own it, and 
alſo promiſed that he would preſently ſet his hand unto it; 1 
anſwered, if he would, 1 would preſently burn before their faces 
all manner of writing, concerning our difference ; and that if 
he would not ſwerve from theſe particulars in his preaching, 
nor after by his opinion, 1 would cut off a piece of my tongue 
rather then revile him for keeping unto this opinion: he conſi- 
dering of it, did ſay for the preſent be would not ſet his hand 
uato it, but ſaid he did owne every word of it, but would take 
ſome farther time for the ſetting his hand unto it, and ſo we 
parted, he taking this. his opinion along with bim in writing to 
conſider of: Since which time he came over unto my houſe, 
but refuſed to ſet his hand to the above-ſaid opinion, which he 
formerly owned, before my brothers and my ſelfe as aforeſaid, 
and diſcourſing with bim did find him like the dog unto the vo- 
mit, or the waſhed ſow into the allowing in the mire, returne 
apaine unto the maintaining of bis old blaſphemous opinion of 
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ab vlutt reprobation as formerly, how that Chriſt dyed for none 
but the Ele, and how that the greateft part of Man-kind ſhall | 


moſt certainly periſh, baving no meanes left them for their 


ſalvat on; that their preaching and praying onely concernes | 
the EleR. I have asked them, Wherefore all choſe ſouls which 


are in hell, and ſhall goe to hell, are damned? Their mouthes 
are ſo topped, that they can ſay, For nothing but Adam, ſin ; 
for which they have „o colourable Scripture to maintaine, as 
ever heard of; onely they pretend Rom. 5. will maintain them, 


but ſo poor iy, that it cannot hold water; and men of an ordi - 
nary capacity muſt eaſily conclude it a piece of non-ſenſe ; for 


in the 18. and 19, verſes of the ſame Chapter, the ſame all that 


were condemned in Adam, the ſame all were juſtified in Chriſt, | 


and the ſame many as were made ſinners through the diſobedi. 
ence of Adam, the ſame many fhall be made righteous by the 


obedience of Chrift. And he alſo wretchedly maintaines ac- | 


cording unto a bla ſphemous Marginal note on Deut. a. 30.that 
as God bath appointed the end of the reprobate, which is dam- 


3. * 


nation; ſo hath he appointed the means tending to their dam» | 
nation; notwithſtanding a man cannot hear one Sermon of ten 


but the whole drift of their Sermons runs clean contrary againſt | 


this their odious opinion. 


— — — 


A man would admire that thoſe Minifters that hold this curſed 
opinion of «bſo/ute reprobation, ſhould not bluſh, tremble, and 
uake, for fear of ſome preſent judgment from the all-knowing: | 
God,for telling of ſo many palpable lies in moſt of their Ser- 


mont they preach, as ſaying, God would have al to be ſaved; 
and how God ſwears by his life be doth not defire the death of a 


finner ; bow mournfully he wiſheth it, O that wy people wand 


bave hearkened, that it might go well with them and their childrev 


for ever : And Chriſt came to ſave the greateft of ſinners, and | 
how he wept over Persſalem bemoaning them, ſaying , O 
Feruſalem, lee how oft Would 1 have gathered you toge· 


ther, as a ben doth her chickens, and ye Would not ? How the prea- 
teſt of ſinners have found mercy, as David, Mana ſſeb, Peter, 


and many others, and how Chrift was a general Saviour, as | 
Paul ſaith, who was not a reconciliation for our ſins onely, but 


for the ſins of the whole world. I ſay let any man deny this if 
be 
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de can; if this be not the ordinary way of preaching, in ſtuf- 
fing cheir Sermons with the free and univerſal mercies of God 
unto the ſons of men, and how that alwayes in the method of 
Gods dealing with the greateſt of ſinners, he is ſo unwillivg 
that any ſoul ſhon'd per ſn; that he will til] have his inſtructi- 
on go before his deſtruction; ſo that if the creature would 
but ſeek and knock, God is fo gracious that he upbraids no 
man; they might both find and have the gate of heaven open- 
ed unto them, for they are ſent as Ambaſſadours from Chrift to 
this purpoſe, for ta proclaim theſe rich mercies unto the world, 
and to entreat us to be born again, for the preventing of our 
ſouls damnation, and are not onely ſent to proclaim theſe rich 
mercies, but are alſo ſent to aſſure us, we may have all our ſoules 
ſaved,if we will not now rejeR theſe preſent offers of grace, but 
if we will not believe and repent,the Lord will require our bloud 
at our own hands, for they have diſcharged their duties, in 
telling us of our (ins, and of the dangerous conſequence which 

will follow. Now this is one, I ſay, of the great things, which 
doth daily trouble my thoughts, to ſee theſe Minifters which 
are ſent, as they ſay, Ambaſſadours from Chrift, to proclaim 
theſe precious Goſpel truths, as before written ; which without 
doubt they are ſo, and yet privat: ly to maintain ſuch a diame- 
trically oppoſite, and contradictory opinion, which is ſuch a 
gallimafry, chat no rational man can tell what to make of it, 
for to my knowledge, notwithftanding thoſe rich mercies above 
written, which they are ſent to proclaim, yet they privately 

maintain, that there © never 4 ſonl in hell, nor any hereafter that 

ſhall go to hell, but that Ged from all eternity did bar them from 

all bis mercie: ; that Chriſt ſhed not one drop of blond for them; 
that Miniſters prayers and preaching doth not corcern them; 

that al the Saint. like ations that is peſſivle for them to dv, all will 
net avail with Cod to free them, or any one of them, from that 

Place of torment. 

Surely if men were not altogerher bewitched unto their 
Priefts, right or wrong, they might eaſily diſcern with half an 
eye moſt ſordid contradiQions , and alſo confeſs that there 
cannot be greater impoſtors, juglers, call them what you will, 


in any religion amongſt the Papifis, Jews, or Turks, then 
C 2 theſe 


15 


7 
7 
| 2 
f 
1. 
= 
ö 6 


4 whip for the 


theſe menare, which would be accounted the onely Zelots of 
the Nation. For my part I do much wonder that all men which 
ftand in the preſence of God to hear them, do not ſtand amazed 


to ſee this their abominable wickedneſs, in their offcring all | 


men ſalvation conditionally, when their damnation is deter- 


mined abſolutely, as appears by their curſed opinion. 


Which damm'd opinion cuts aſunder the very ſinews of rel | 


gion, encourageth prophaneneſs, draws away the ſtrongeſt 


enducements unto a holy life; roots up virtue, plants vice, 
leaves no place for reward or puniſhment ; for by this curſed 
opinion al our actions and ends are faſtned at the foot of Gods 


chair, leaving us nothing to do, but onely to obey our own | 
fates, to follow the duct of the Stars, or neceſſity of thoſe Iron ' 


chaines we are born under, our end is pitched, therefore we 
may fir down and take our eaſe, and wait what the Lord will 
do unto us, for we have our ſuperſedeas, 

I will ſer down the judgment of four or five Authors in their 
own words, for the maintenance of univerſal redemption, 
which being againſt their abominable doctrine of Chrifts dying 
onely for the eleR ; the firſt Autuor is Biſhop Latimer, I hope 
he is authentic k, becauſe he was burn'd for his Religion in Queen 
Maries dayes; he ſayes in a Sermon of his preached in Lincoln- 
ſhire, it is no more but to believe, and hath nat Chriſt ſhed as 
much bloud for d as he did for Peter? Peter believed and 
was ſaved, 7udas would not believe and was condemned: and 
in another Sermon of his ſaith, The preaching of the Goſpel is 
univerſal, it appertaineth to all man-kind through the whole 
earth, their ſound is heard, and that there is no man ſo wicked, 
but he may have a remedy for his ſalvation. 

The ſecond Author is Biſhop Hooper, who died alſo a holy 
Martyr in queen Mary's dayes, being againſt them, ſome part of 
bis ſayings being alſo for the maintenance of Univerſall Re- 
demption, as God accounted in Adams fin, all mankind being 
in his loynes, worthy death, ſo accounted in Chriſt, or 
to be ſaved from death; all thoſe promiſes that apper- 
rained unto the ſalvation of Adam and his poſterity were 
made in Chriſt, and for Chriſt onely, and appertained to 
our Fathers and us, as we appertained to Chriſt, He 5 the door, 
the way, and the life, he us the onely Miediatour between God and 
man, Without whom no man can come to the father Celeftiall, John 
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7.3, 6. The vertue and ſtrength of Gods promiſe extendeth as 
far to ſave min, as the rigour and juſtice of the Law for ſin to 
damn man. Rom.5.17.18, For by the offence and ſin of one man 
dea h was extended and made common to all men unto condemnati- 
on, as Paul (afh; lo by the juſtice of che one is derived life unto 
all men to juſtification : as we were in Adam, and partakers of 
bis ill, ſo we were in him when God made him a promiſe of 
grace, and partakers of the ſame grace. Not, as the children of 
Adam, but as the children of the Promiſe; & the as ſins of Adam 
without priviledge or exception, extended and appertained un- 
to all Adam, and every of Adam poſterity ; ſo did his pro - 
miſe of Grace generally appertain, as well to every and ſingu- 
lar of Adams poſterity, as to Adam, as it is more plainly ex- 
preſſed, G en. 1 5. 4, J. and 17.1. where God promiſeth to bleſs 
in the ſeed of Abraham all the people of the world. Saint Paul 
maketh no diverſity in Chriſt, of Jew nor Gentile, as Galat. 
2.28, Col.. 11. Further Saint Pax! doth by collation of Adam 
and Chriſt, Sin and. Grace, thus interpret Gods promiſe, and 
maketh not Chriſt inferiour to Adam, nor Grace unto Sin: and 
likewiſe Chrift ſaith, That the gate ſtrait that leadeth to life, 
and few enter. Thus the Scripture anſwereth, That the promiſe 
of Grace appertaineth to every ſort of men in the. world, and 
comprehbendeth them all, Howbeit within certain limits and 
bounds, the which if men negle& or paſs over, they exclude 
themſelves from the promiſe in Chrift, as Caix was no more 
excluded, till he excluded himſelf, then Abel; Saul then Da- 
vid; Judas then Peter; Eſau then Jacob : by the Scripture it 
ſeemeth that the Sentence of God was given to ſave the one, 
and damn the other, before the one loved God, or the o- 
ther hated God; howbeit theſe threatnings of God againft 
Eſa», if he had not of his wilful! malice excluded himſelf 
from the promiſe. of Grace , ſhould no more hinder bis 
{alvation, then Gods threatnings againſt Ninive, Jo nas 
1. 2. which notwithſtanding that God ſaid ſhuuid be deftroy- 
ed within forty dayes, ſtood a great time aicer, and did 
penance ; E/as was circumciſed and preſented unto the 
Church of God by his Father in all externill ceremonies as 
well as Jacob ; the Sentence of God unto Rebecc+h was not in ths 
fault, that E/an bis life and converſatioa wes not agreeable vn- 
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to juſtice and equity as Jeccbs, but his own malice, for there i 
mentioned nothing at all in that place that E/as was diſinheri. 
ted of eterrall life, but that he ſhould be inferiour to his Brother 
7aceh in this world, as the Prophet Aalac chap. 1. makes it ap- 
peare, who ſaith S. Paal uſcth this example of Zaceb and E/as 
in Rem. for none other purpoſe, but to take away from the 
Jews the thing that they moſt put their truſt in, to lay the vaine 
hope they had in their carnall lizeage and naturall deſcent from 
the family and houſhold of Abraham, and likewiſe the falſe con - 
fidence they dad in the keeping of the Law of Mofe: : Paul. 
whole purpoſe is in this Epiſtle, to bring Man unto the know- 
ledge of his ſin, and to (hew him bow be may be remitted. He 
alſo ſpeaking of ſeverall impediments which hinder us from kee- 
ping of Gods Law, men will not returne from their evill and 
licentious wayes by repentance, but mount ſtraight way es into 
Gods Providence; ſearching the privities and ſecrets of God, 
which were never made known unto Man, or Angel : and in 
another place the Biſhop ſaith, our Goſpellers are better lear- 
ned then the holy Ghoſt, for they wickedly attribute the cauſe 
of puniſhment and adverſity to Gods providence, which is the 
cauſe of no ill, as he himſelf can do no ill: and of every miſ- 
chief that is done, they ſay, it was Gods will. The Holy Ghoſt 
putteth another cauſe, that is to ſay, fin in man, and contempt 
of his holy word; further, the pain is not inflicted by prede- 
ſtination to looſe man, but both predeftination and the aMiRion 
extend to call man from damnation. The blind Sooth ſayers 
that write of things to come, are more to be eſteemed then 
theſe curious and high-climbing wits; for they attribute the cauſe 
of ill to the ill aſpects and ſiniſter conjunRions of the Planets. 
Alſo he ſaith, the commands of God are eaſie to be obſerved, 
we need not ſail to the Indies with danger of our lives for it; 
he ſaith no man is ſo cruel but he may wax meek if he give 8 
willing ear to diſcipline; all men are bound to know upon pain 
of damnation the Articles of their faith, to know God in 
Chrift, the ten Commandments, for to know what works to 
do, and what to leave undone; and alſo the Pater noſter, Chrifts 
prayer, which is an Abridgment, Epitome, or a compendious 
Collection of all the Pſalms and Prayers written in the whole 
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Scripture, in which thou prayeſt for the remiſſion of ſins, as well 
for thy ſelf as for all others, deſireſt the grace of the holy 
Ghoſt to preſerve thee in virtue, giveſt thanks for the goodneſs 
of God towards thee and all others : he that knoweth leſs then 
this, cannot be ſaved ; and he that knoweth no more then this, 
if he follow his knowledge cannot be damned. 

The third Author is Dr. Hammond in his Fundamentals, who 
p. 130. ſaith, That Chriſt dying for none but the EleR, it is aſ- 
{erred without any pretence or colour of Scripture-proof, nay, 
in oppoſition to as plain diſtinct affirmations as can be pro- 
duced for any Article of the Greed, and ſaith that Chrifts 
dying for all is the expreſs doctrine of the Scripture ; con- 
cludes that ch. 14. p. 144. as neceſſary as hope is to labour, 
encouragement to quickening of action, ſo neceſſary is the belief 
of univerſal redemption to the ſuperſtructing of Chriſtian life. 

The fourth Author is Mr. Pierce in his vindication of ſome;. 
notes concerning Gods decrees, written this very year p.$5.ſaith 
treating of the error of Chrifts dy ing onely for the Ele&,that it 
is a pernicious hereſie, being contrary to Scripture,and the clear- 
elt Scriptures that can be named; for univerſal redemption is 
exhibited to us in Scripture, by all expreſſions of univerſal 
which the tongue of Men and Angels is poſſibiy able to expreſs, 
he concludes bis 23. Sed. of his third Chapter: the adverſary diſ- 
claiming this error of Chriſts dying only for the ele, all the reſt 
will tumble of their own accord. The fifth Author is Mr Sanders 
in his book, Gods love manifeſted wnto all men, p. 161. ſaith, they 
that teach Chrift died onely for a few, take away the true Go- 
ſpel and ground of faith, and do introduce a falſe Goſpel which 
affords men no grounds to believe. 1 have read ſeveral Au- 
thors which maintain we ſhall not be damn'd for original 
fin; and they ſay themſelves that Adam the great offender 
was certainly ſaved. I bave heard Mr Hwugb Peters himſe f 
preach, Let men talk what they will, ſaid be, that in his judg- 
ment the pain of loſs in reſpe& of hell fire, which loſs was the 
being deprived of the preſence of God and his Angels, would 
be 1 the pain of ſenſe. Now Sanders ſaith, 54g. 60. 
and p.79.no man ſhall ever periſh for Adams ſin; I ſpeak of this 
in anſwer to Mr Peter- judgment, for ſaith Sanders, if thoſe. 
that 
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that periſh, had not ſufficient of means afforded them to life 
and happineſs there can be no pain of loſs, but rather comfort 
themſelves,that their miſery was uns voidable, and ſo faith he the 
caſe would be till alike, for they were loſt before they were 
borne, and therefore no more to blame themſelves, then an 
heir bath rea ſon to blame himſelf, becauſe his father ſpent bis 
inheritance before he was borne : it would rejoyce my heart to 
ſee theſe Authors well anſwered by Scripture and Reaſon; I 
could inftance in many Authors more, but I will forbeare,onely 
commend the Reader to Mr Hoards book called Gods love to 
Mankind, who will tell thee their wretched opinion is contra» 
ry unto Gods nature, the Scripture, and ſound reaſon : who 
will tell thee it overthroweth all Religion, and how it makes 
God a meer deluder, and his Minifters falſe witneſſes, for they 
offer unto men ſalvation conditionally, whoſe damnation is de- 
termined abſolutely, and how it maketh the whole circle of a 
mans life nothing but a meer deftiny. | 

In a word, read but his book twice over, and then if thou 
art not too much byaſſed, in beleeving as the Prieft beleeves, 
rigbt or wrong, Pope-like, I am very confident thou wilt doe 
as I my ſelfe am reſolved, never to reverence theſe Reprobatari- 
ans more, untill ſuch time they will better ſatisfie me by Scri- 
pture and reaſon for the maintenance of their moſt impious 
Opinion. 

Beſides what I have read, I do believe I bave diſcourſed with 
thouſands of people, ſome of them DoRors of Divinity, and 
many of them Miniſters, and very many of them, in the eſteem 
of the world, have been a preciſe, religious, knowing ſort of 
people for the moſt part, bave concluded with me that their opi. 
nion of ab/ol/ute reprobatien, they holding of it as aforeſaid, is 
a moſt damnable, erroneous, blaſphemous opinion: ſaying, if 
atruth of God, no matter for Miniſters, nor the Scriptures, nor 
for Chrift Jeſus his coming, Notwithftandirg it doth appear, 
both by Scripture and the learned, that the whole body of Di- 
vinity turns on this hinge, and no matter for any religion, if 
that be a truth of God; yet I have been deeply cenſured by 
many of my friends for being ſo ſingular in the oppoſing and 
reviling thoſe Minifters which maintain it. 
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Now in regard I ſee very few Miniſters will ſtand in the 
gapto — 4 them, for fear of loſing their Bacon, or 
their e Jithes; and other men, they do not care 
for troubling themſelves , deſiring to live quietly : my 
anſwer ſhall be Luthe s own words, as he is quoted in 
the Book of Martyrs, wben he alone appeared againſt the 
Papifts, many of his friends perſwaded him to be ſilent 
for fear ſome. temporal periecuction ſhould be inflicted 
on him, bis anſwer was, ſaying, f tbere were 41 many Divels 
in the town of Wormes in Germany, 47 there were tiles 
on the houſes, yet be would appear in that canſc. 

This cauſe having much more need for another Luther to 
appear then ever the other had, and yet there be but very 
few dare ſhew themſelves in this great work ; therefore by 
Gods help, I will with my very ſmall abilities, appear to 
che atmoſt of my power in this cauſe, until ſuch time as I 
am convinced by Scripture and Reaſon, and then I ſhall 
- moſt willi K — dup 4 | * 1 
1 8001 ve ſeemingly reproved me for 
ate expreſſions in the forewritren letters, as they 

, in calling the Miniſters jugling Priefts , and ſaying 
they are more ſitting to keep hoggs then to continue in the 
Miniſtery, and ſuch like words: but doubtleſs no Chriſtian 
- apon due conſideration, can think there is any paſlion 
aſed; in regard they are ſuch bla ſphemers, in making God 
the Author of fin; fer they ſay, «Ls God bath ordained the 
end of the Reprobate, which is damnation ; ſo bath he ordained 
the meant tending therennto : by which plain words, let the 
_ judge it they do not make God the Author of all 


But many of theſe men that I have to deal withall, are 
meer ſhuttle- cocks, ſaying one thing to day, and denying it 
to morrow, eſpecially Prieſt Newton to my knowledge; 
therefore look on the Marginal notes on Dext. 2. and 
v. 30, there you ſhall find thoſe very blaſphemous words 
above written, of Gods appointing the means unto the 
end ; which I ſuppoſe was done * Geneva brethren, 


and 


22 
* 


4 Whip for the 


and unto this purpoſe if you will but look into thoſe car? 
fed Authors Z anch, Crowh y, and Kaur, they wilhvell 
you, all thoſe who are, or ſhalbbe damned, are neceſh. 
rily damaꝰd, and that by Gods predeſtination we ate com- 
peſled to do thoſe things for which we fhall be damned, 


Reverend Calvis himſelf, as ſome call him, but for my pan | 
I think if all his works were anſwerable unto this moſt abe 
mindble and blaſphemous expreſſion, his title ohely:deſet- 
ves Calvin Sir Reverence, where he faith; ib, x10; 29, | 
S. 11. That the wicked art not mely bound in feitert, but an | 
guided by Godt bridle to do all manner of their wic kad action. 
Many ſuch damnable expreſſions of ſuch wicked Authors! 
have lying by me, but I will fot ber. ge 
Some men Nave imagined that I was ſer on SyLſome be: | 
fair, or ſome other wicked men, or elſe diſttactedꝭ ot alſe 
I would not fo violently oppoſe thofe curſed Reprobrats | 
vin; doubtleſs it had been no fin againſt God er m, 
if thouſands had joyned with ine in th nature for tic 
poling ſuehudweſtj ſti herefis] I ſappoſe there of | 
this weiting will fo deer the: baſtneſs; tharno Scholar bed | 

ally hand in it; bit 1 profeſs 'id the preſengo.bExhat God 
defore whom I weite this, that never any man did dictate 
one line unto me what I ſhonld write, either num, t 
hate ver did write before, or ever gave me any emcal- 
agent to oppoſe chem in ahis natdre. Af verb do 
fuffer any tem povaſ paniſhment ) for xhbdſe-my 'owh a. 
om, I will give you four unanſweedble reaſons. whichias | 
ved me unto it: The firſt rea ſoa is Gods word, which will 
de an unqueſtionable evidence for the clearing oſ me at the 
laſt day. The ſecond reaſon, my reading of many eminent 
mens works upon that ſubject which concur mich the Scri- 
ptures: The third reaſon, ſeveral conferences Ihave kad with | 
many Godly well diſpoſed Chriftians, which haue sgreed 
with mein this judgment: The fourth and laſt reaſon is, 
my owa conſtience, which-I make 10 doubt af but will | 
prove continua fenſt uno Be”. „bn ee 
As foray being diſtru cted, never did kiow my er | 
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cal judgment in a better condition , bleſſed be that God 
who is the onely continuer of it, and I ſuppoſe 
I have not given any of my acquaintance cauſe to think the 
contrary. 

As for my comfortable aſſurance of my eternal wel- 
fare, I can boldly ſpcak it, if 1 were now at this inſtant to 

ive an account for all my wicked actions, I do verily 
Elec that my gracious God is not in the leaſt degree 
angry with me for any thing I have ſaid or written 
againſt thoſe Minifters which maintain that blaſphe- 
mous opinion of ab/olute reprobation; but I have great 
cauſe to think rather that my gracious God doth ve- 
ry much own theſe my undertakings; and I do alſo 
yerily believe in reſpet of my ſouls ſalvation, I am at 
this preſent writing, and bave been ever ſince the fortu- 
cate difference betwixt the Parſon and my ſelf brake out, 
in a more bleſſed condition then I was before for a long 
time. 

Iwill draw towards a concluſion, with a learned mans 
character of the Clergy in general; bis book is called The 
Modern Policy, to be ſold at the George in Fleet-ftreet, a 
little book about eight pence price. 

I confeſs I ſhall rove from the ſubjeR in hand, onely 
I will make ſome uſe of it by way of application, I 
have not read in this book very lately, yet Iwill got, add 
one line more then his own words; be faith, it much 
pierceth his heart to ſee the Clergy in ſuch a bigh degree 
acceſſary to the civil diſtempets, how they have every 
where ſhaken the foundations bothof Church: and tate; 
00 127 ef bath 7 4 eee no 
ou iſery, but did ſpri a, 6r at leaſt, was mu 

ſwelled by tha y — (ai wr have We 
the Evangelical records, and there was nothing but milde 
and ſoft doctrines; I enquired into the breathings of the 
Spirit, and they were pacificatory,z I wondered from what 
preſidents and Sgripture. enccuraggwents theſe men de. 
duced their practiſes; and at 1 was forced to td. 
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that they were only preterded chaplaines unto the Prince of 
peace; it is hard to find in any place any tragical ſcete or 
bloudy Theatre, bat a Jeſuire or ſome ſtone- Prieſt bath 
had a part in t. He alſo, ſaith che Politician, muſt nouriſh 
fome mercenary Jeſuite or other Divines to cry up their 
ai mes in their Churches, that ſo the poyſon may inſinuate 
more generally into all; for the ſharpeſt ſword in his Army 
cannot vie ſervices with his ſubtil quill: and ſo we may 
fee thoſe torches that ſhould have been for ſaving light, 
were degenerated into fire-brands ; thofe trumpeti that | 
ſhould have ſounded retreats to popular faries, knew no 
other muſick but martiall allarums. I confeſs I have both 
read and diſcourſed with many of the ſame judgment, but 
until within theſe two or three years, I was very unwilli 
to entertain ſuch vile thoughts of them; but now I confek 3 
if this plain Engliſh be a truth of God, which thoſe 1” 
write againſt maintain it to be; that is to ſay, all the Devil | 
in hell could not keep any of thoſe which are in henyer 
from that place, nor ſhall be any hindrance' tb an 
of thoſe that ſhall be hereafter received into that place of | 
glory; nor Chriſt Jeſus, Miniſters praying and preaching, } 
nor all the Saint- like actions that are poſſible for the Crew | 
ture to do, could keep any ofthoſe which are in hell, nor can | 
keep any of thoſe which fhall hereafrer go into Hell from 
that place of torment, (if this be a truth) then Ivexily believe 
the character the learned man gives as aforeſaid of the Cler- 
gy, may be as true as the Goſpel, they having nothing to do 
ſor to — — wits on but on ſuch devilliſh defigns;bat | 
for my part believing their opinion to be one of the Devil 
truths; for indeed it is impoſlible for the Devil to be a de 
ceiver, if their opinion be a truth of God; therefore! | 
hope to have more honourable thoughts of thoſe Clergy | 
which diſcovered that helliſn opnion. Though I conf 
to my knowledge many of them ought to have a ſlaſh | 
provided for them, becauſe they will not ſhew themſelves | 
ja this great work for — 7.15 of ſuch a devilliſh he- 
refie ; and very many Minifters have abominaed this ops | 
nion 
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nion unto me in fuck like termes, and yet all the reaſon 
they can give to excuſe their ſilence, is only, as I ſaid before, 
for fear they ſhould loſe their Bacon. O ſad, ſad, ſad are 
theſe miſerable times we live in! but I hope yet in Gods 
good time we ſhall have a through reformation ; for 
doubtleſs as in the 106. P/a/m, were there not ſome 
Aoſes's that did ſtand in the breach to ſtop the fury of the 
Lord, many may expect the ſame judgment which was 
inflited on Dat ban and Abiram, for this their moſt 
damnable opinion, There have many eminent men for 
learning and piety, both formerly and lately ſhe wed them- 
ſelves in print for the oppoſing of this hersfie; and I 
doubt not but many more will appear in this great work, 
not onely to reprove the Reprobatarian Minifterygbat alſo 
other Miniſters which are of the contrary judgment, and 
yet think themſelves to be Gods labourers,though they will 
not appear in Gods vineyard to do the work of the Lord, 
which doubtleſs is to inveigh in their pulpits againſt choſe 


wicked Reprobatarians in the bittereſt language which can 


be invented, which may prove under God to be tbe onel 

means for the ſuppreſſing this moſt damnable and moft 
blaſphemous hereſie. Although I am my ſelf but a Farmer, 
and was never ſince I was 14 years* of age capable of any 
better preferment ; yet I would moſt willingly ride 500- 
miles, and ſpend or give 100 l. upon ſome charitable uſe, 
that this Nation were well Aab concer ning this hereti- 


cal opinion, which is ſo ſtifly maintained by Mr New- 
ton the Presbyterian Prieſt of my pariſh, and other men of 


that ſtamp; and ſo farewell. 


FINIS. 
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